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Connecting Pivots to People

By Kevin Abts

center piot irrigating yur potato cop

gets stuck in the od.As a esultthe
pivot stops unning hut fails to shut den
the pump

If you donfyet the piot restated or the
pump shut den soonthe cop will be
severely damaged in theeas of the field
whetre the piot is nav parked.This could
quickly escalate into @&y costly situation.
It® lateno one is at or near thevoit and
the clock is ticking.

If a gower and his @ ar immediately

I magne late one Rday night in line:a

notified of the shutden, someone can e
out to the piot right avay and quickly eme
dy this potentially costly situatidhnot, dis
covery of the citical Ostopped &Ccondition
will likely occur sometime the follang da.
Now there®a nuch bigger psblem to
deal with,all while haing to neglect the
other work scheduled for the g&ound

ale. It@ called FieldSENTR
FieldSENTRY is a eliabe, cost-effectie
way to wirelessly connect all obyr center
pivot irrigation systems taavers and their
crews 24 hous a dg 7 da/s a veek. And it
works with vittually ary brandmale,
model,or year of center pot. Now all you
need to ceate pur own wireless nigation

familiarhis is only one example of a situa network is a palm-sizedellular-based

tion where information maks all the differ
ence
So whatthe anger? GowSmat has a

FieldSENTRY RTU (remote telemetr
unit) at each pot, a little installation time
and actiation of a flexike sevice planit®

new one that is amazingly simple and affor just like kuying a cell phone

OWeOve reduced our manual pivot checks by half while virtually eliminating

lengthy irrigation downtimes.O B Warren Warmbold, Regional Farm Manager,

R.D. Offutt Company
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REMOTEMONITORING

With FieldSENTRY, a gower can
remotely monitor a pot® paver (backup
battey pack includedkafety wie, water
and diection and/or chemigatioWVith text
messagg on his existing cell phone and
access to the Inteet,a FieldSENTR
wireless iigation netvark can lkeep him

informed as to what is happening out in his

fieldsewen when hehot thee.

Growers can also optionally coaltipiv-
ots light from their cell phones or the
Internet. And if they have ary questions or
concens about their FieldSENTRnet-
work, every sewice subsgption comes with
friendly toll-free customer séce suppdr
All they have to do is cawy their cell
phonesFieldSENTRY does the est.

That®hav it works forWarren
Wambold,regonal faiTn manager for the
R.D. Offutt Co. in FargoN.D.With over
300 center piots wielessly connected to
him and &ery one of his &m crews via a
FieldSENTRY network,Wambold oversees
one of the largest centenpt telemety net
works in the vorld.

OFieldSENTR works geatQsgs
Wamnbold. Ol can mae effectiely sty on
top of everything happening out in the field.

OAIl ny guys instantly kv which piv-
ots to go to and wheiVee reduced our

marual pvot checks ¥ half while virtually
eliminating length irrigation system em-
timesO

Wambold is someone who undgtands
the pawver of eal-time infomation and the
numepous benefits deed fom being ale
to manage mitiple pivots and pesonnel
remotely

Each moning duiing the iriga
tion seasoWyambold secgly lags
on to his evn personalized
FieldSENTRY Web Portal.
From thee, he quickly
checks the local @ather
forecastlooks to see
which pivots,if any, went
down during the nightand
whether or not someone has
already fixed the poblem.

He can also track wheihis cews
are working and gen text message them
the dg® work scheduleHe can then update
his irigation schedules afteviewing some
basic piot data and generatingrious appH
cation chats,deciding to emotely staror
stop ay of his pvots with a single click of
his mousgAll thistalkes him only a couple of
minutes on the \wb while he enjgs his
morning cup of coffee

In addition,every one of his&m hands
caries a cell phonautomaticallyeceving

easy-to-ead text messages whevops go
down.With everyone haing unlimited
access to itical, time-valued irigation
information in the fieldWambold uns a
very tight ship
Efficient management of what iswmo
one of the potato indust® most high-
tech,state-of-the-ar
fam operations
is helping
to

drastical
ly reduce theirdm input
costs (such as pickup fuebot energy and
water) and significantly irease theirwerall
potato quality and pduction output.
Wamnbold sgs FieldSENTR® potability is
also a &y plus for his operation.

OWhen ig}ime to otate fields or if &
decide to ent additional gund,the
FieldSENTRY RTU easily mees fom
pivot to pivotOhe sgs OANd if ve ever need
ary helpthere is avays someonevailalie at
FieldSENTRY for us to calllt® eally that
simpled

PORTABILITY BENERAT

Portability is also a benefit foery
Wilcox, co-owner of KeithWilcox and Sons
in Rexhurg,ldahao He has had similar expe
riences with his FieldSENTRnetwork, but
with a slightly diffeznt twist.

OnceWilcox is done irigating for the
seasorhe moves the smalhortabe
FieldSENTRY RTUs to his potato cellar
and uses the same netlwto monitor his
cellar &nsThe magnet-based unit mounts
inside the main corat panel with little
effort, requiring only mirutes to install at
each location.

OThee is a lot of monetied up in the
storage of our potato@bge sgs. OIf ay one
of our cellar &ns goes into an atarcondk
tion, day or night,we ae immediately noti
fied. This added benefit alone justifies our
investment in FieldSENTRO

Now, just like his pvots Wilcox and his
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crews can emotely manage his storageilf
ties using their cell phones and the Intdr
and aert ary potential disastethat can
come after the mwing season.

Roy Martinez,faimm manager forahnson
Agriprises in ConnellVA, enjoys the
optional stafstop contol featue the most.
Reducing windshield time whileemotely
stating and stopping hisyats and pumps is
where he sees theeptest benefibaing
time saes mong

OFieldSENTR offers mobilityl spend a
lot of hours diiving in my pickup leeping
our irrigation systems up angnningOhe
sgsOD be ale to call into the
FieldSENTRY Voice Portal to check cuient
status or condt our pivots is piceless.

Ol can staary one of our piots iight
from my pickup while diving dowvn the
road or parkd at the edge of eachd&
Now | don®have to male that tough dive
into the field unless it is absolutely neces
sayO

Martinez also sees significant financial
benefits in conseing water and energy with
FieldSENTRY.

Olf a rainston comes thwugh at mid
night,| can jump on the Interet at home
and quickly shut den our pivots.Once IGe
receved confimation that thg@ off, | can
go right back to bedBelieve it or not,| can
actually s& our spud operation moypend
still get a good niglst@Gleed

SIMPLE, AHFORDABLE?

Is FieldSENTR really that simple and
affodabe?The reality is that mangrowers
hase a love-hate elationship with technolo
ay

Truthfully, much of this sentiment ie&
sonaly justified and telemeatrtechnolgy
has traditionally been no exceptiantil
now. As with all GowSmat products,
FieldSENTRY has been meticulously
designed with thergwer in mind.

Simplicity and a le upfront cost o
what gowers said thewanted most and
have been the & engneeling design dte-
ria fom dgy one The most basic séce plan
offered with a FieldSENTR network uti-
lizes the ppwer existing cell phone $ir
and foemostAll the rest of the technolyy
components arcaefully managedyb
FieldSENTRY.

your investmentAt a tenth the cost of some future,Zimmatic piots will incoporate

competing telemeyr systemshe anger is
yes-FieldSENTR really is that affdabe.

With a leading center it marufactuer
behind the poduct and gar-ound customer
sewice suppds growers can quickly and
affodably install complete telemgtnet
works without substantial financiédk or
extensie technical knwledge and aptitude
Whether yu operate one or 100vaits,the
ansver is ¥s-FieldSENTR really is that
simple

Lindsg Marufactuing Co. knows that
quality and inneation ae what tuly differ
entiates their compgrfrom the est.
Internationally knavn for dependability
each of Linds@® brands-Zimmatjc
GrowSmat, and Geenfield-maé& irrigation
easier and merpiofitade.

Founded in 1955the compay is a
worldwide foce in efficient irigation solu
tions. Over 90,000 of Lindg® Zimmatic
systems iiilgate @er 11 million aces of
crops in moe than 90 countes,spead out
over almost eery continent on the glohe
With supeior dealer setice and the latest
money-saing technolgies,Lindsg contin
ues to lead the s into the futue of agi-

With an aerage cost of only a couple of cultural irigation.

dollas per a@ for 24/7 pwot monitoring,
FieldSENTRY offers a emarkale retum on

Their commitment to toda® gowers
doesrt@nd with FieldSENTR. In the near

graphical user inteatesmore intuitive,user-
friendly contols,and Intenet-ready wieless
connectvity via the nev FieldVISION main
contol panelbthe latest techngikal
adwancement im GrowSmat.

Modemizing your curent center piot
irrigation operation is mp as easy as a
phone call to gur local Zimmatic dealer
They ae thee to help better see your
complete irigation needs with unparalleled
knowledge of and access to the latest-tech
nologies aailatle in tody® water manage
ment industy.

To lean more about FieldSENTR
please contacbyr local Zimmatic dealer
for a fee demonstratiolou can also visit
the FieldSENTR website at wwiieldsen
try.com or call toll-fee 1 (866) MyField.

(EDITOROS NOE: Abts is the ipcipal
designer and national product repeefantativ
FieldSENTR. Piior to FieldSENTRhe had
worked with NASA afteméag both a lec
lor®and masteddgree in aerospace émgineer
from the Uravsity of ColmtpoBouldeHe can
be contactgdamail at fieldsg@nahogom.)
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